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Ericsson launches 5G for Europe 
program with academic, research 
and industry partners 
• Cross-industry program brings together industries, the public sector and leading 

universities to strengthen competitiveness of European industry 

• 5G for Europe to focus on research, innovation and industrial pilots that use next-
generation 5G networks as an enabler 

• Program aims to enable industries to digitalize effectively, to create new value and to 
strengthen the competitive position of European industry 

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) today announces the expansion of its cross-industry 5G research 
and development (R&D) program to a range of European markets. The 5G for Europe 
program will bring together major industrial players, the public sector and leading universities 
across Europe to strengthen the continent’s competitiveness and maximize the benefits of 
the Networked Society. 

Driven by Ericsson, 5G for Europe will focus on delivering research, innovation and industrial 
pilots that use next-generation 5G networks as an enabler. 

The program will initiate cross-industry research collaborations focused on the integration of 
ICT in industry processes, products and services, and which leverage Europe’s position as 
the region with the world’s second largest R&D spend. The program will also create 
innovation projects that enable smaller companies to cooperate with a wide range of industry 
players, to interact with academia, and to secure early and affordable technology access. 

5G for Europe will also deliver industry pilots of possible 5G solutions in areas including 
transport and automotive, the Internet of Things, utilities, public safety, public infrastructure 
and retail. 

Ulf Ewaldsson, Senior Vice President and Chief Technology Officer, Ericsson, says: “5G is 
the next step in the evolution of mobile communication and will be a fundamental enabler of 
the Networked Society. However, Ericsson needs to work together with industries to 
understand their specific network requirements in order to realize the full benefits of 5G 
technologies. 

“By expanding our 5G program to include major partners across Europe, we will gain 
valuable insights that will enable industries to digitalize effectively, to create new value and to 
strengthen the competitive position of European industry,” he says. 
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The program’s academic and research partners include major technical universities such as 
Scuola Superiore Sant´Anna, Pisa, Italy, Technische Universität Dresden, Germany, 
Universidad Carlos III of Madrid, Spain, IMDEA Networks Institute, Madrid, Spain, and King’s 
College, London, United Kingdom.  

Among the industry partners are leading enterprises such as wiseSense, Weiss Robotics 
and MyOmega System Technology in Germany and Zucchetti Centro Sistemi in Italy. 

In March 2015, Ericsson launched the 5G for Sweden R&D program, together with partners 
in Swedish industry and academia. 5G for Europe broadens this initiative to seven countries 
and 10 institutions, with further partners to be included over time. 

Around 60 percent of Ericsson’s global R&D spending is invested in Europe, and 15,000 of 
Ericsson’s 25,000 R&D employees work in Europe. Ericsson was the biggest patent filer 
within digital communication to the European Patent Office in 2013. The company led the 
continent’s build-out of mobile communications and mobile broadband, and has strong 
partnerships with all major European operators. Ericsson is also a contributor to the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for Research and Innovation and is 
currently engaged in almost 40 5G projects. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Ericsson 5G homepage 
Ericsson 5G Media Kit 
 
Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 
Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

http://www.ericsson.com/spotlight/5g
http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/mediakits/5g
http://www.ericsson.com/press
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Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com  
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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