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Ericsson & Earth Institute: 
Information Technology key to 
achieving new UN Sustainable 
Development Goals 
• Joint research between Ericsson and the Earth Institute at Columbia University highlights 

ICT’s role in accelerating achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030 

• Business-as-usual will not be sufficient to achieve many of the Sustainable Development 
Goals; governments, the private sector and academia will need to work together   

• ICT is market driven, has scale like no other technology, and can dramatically improve 
access to and quality of all SDGs 

Today, in advance of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly, where the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals are expected to be passed, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and the Earth 
Institute at Columbia University, led by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, present key findings from 
new research “ICT and the Sustainable Development Goals.”  

The research highlights how Information and Communications Technology (ICT), and in 
particular mobile technology, can help accelerate the achievement of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals.  

The Sustainable Development Goals call for several breakthroughs by the year 2030, 
including an end to extreme poverty and hunger, while improving access to health care and 
education, protecting the environment and building peaceful and inclusive societies.  The 
joint research highlights how ICT is fundamental to achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals, and can even help to accelerate their achievement. 

Hans Vestberg, President and CEO of Ericsson, says: “We are making the findings of this 
research known because we believe that we are at an important crossroads. We will not be 
able to achieve these new goals without ICT, and without public-private partnerships 
between ICT companies, governments and academia. As world leaders gather, we want to 
build on this momentum and ensure everyone is aware of the opportunity before us. 

“We believe the new goals need to leverage existing and widely deployed technologies, but 
also that future developments in ICT – including next-generation mobile broadband, the 
Internet of Things (IoT), artificial intelligence, 3D printing and others – will provide the tools 
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for unprecedented advances in health care, education, energy services, agriculture, and 
environmental monitoring and protection.” 

One key point of the report is that governments need to ensure that the entire public sector, 
including service delivery in health care, education and infrastructure, is fully supported by 
high-quality ICT systems. This includes: 

• Broadband connectivity of all public facilities by 2020 

• ICT training of all relevant public officials and service providers  

• ICT-based delivery systems for health care, education and infrastructure 

• Deployment of the IoT (remote sensing and control of connected devices) for public 
infrastructure and environmental management 

• Encouragement of universities to scale up education and incubation relating to ICT 
solutions, including through partnerships with the private sector 

• Deployment of an ICT-based Sustainable Development Goal information system that 
connects public services and facilities, the private sector and the public 

Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of The Earth Institute, Quetelet Professor of Sustainable 
Development, and Professor of Health Policy and Management at Columbia University, says: 
“The report also contains six recommendations for the private sector on how to be 
successful, but also stresses the importance of private-public partnerships.  

“ICT is key here, as it will offer the possibility of much faster technology upgrading, training 
and service provision at a low cost - but only if systems are quickly designed and deployed. 
With the 2030 targets looming, there will be no opportunity for a slow, gradual or cautious 
uptake of new approaches.” 

One example that shows how ICT can help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals is 
seen in the fight to end extreme poverty. Vestberg says: “We have seen that a 10 percent 
increase in broadband penetration leads on average to one percent sustainable GDP growth. 
However, in some countries, the increase is even higher: up to 5 or 10 percent. That can 
make a real difference to people’s lives.” 

Sachs says: “2015 is the year to really put sustainable development at the center of global 
goals. Ericsson is the world leader in the ICT revolution, and recognizes the responsibility 
that comes with providing technologies that can serve the whole world.” 

By 2020, 90 percent of the world’s population will have access to mobile broadband 
networks. This scale brings unprecedented opportunity to address global sustainable 
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development challenges. In the Networked Society where everything that can benefit from 
being connected is connected, Ericsson is the leading advocate of Technology for Good.  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

ICT & SDGs - How Information and Communications Technology Can Achieve The 
Sustainable Development Goals – download the report here (pdf-file)  
Ericsson President and CEO Hans Vestberg and Professor Jeffrey Sachs jointly presented 
the research highlights during the International Conference on Sustainable Development at 
Columbia University 
Ericsson Press Backgrounders 

Technology for Good Video 

Video: Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of The Earth Institute at Columbia University, talks 
about how ICT can help achieve the 17 new Sustainable Development Goals.  
Hans Vestberg Huffington Post blog on SDG 9 – innovation and infrastructure; ICT and SDG 
report,  
 
 

INVITATION TO MEDIA BREIFING 

When: Wednesday, September 23 at 2:00 PM ET 

What: ICT for Development 

Ericsson and the Earth Institute at Columbia University are sharing research highlights on 
how Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is fundamental to achieving the UN 
Sustainable Developments Goals (SDGs), and will even help to accelerate their 
achievement. The highlights will be presented during a panel discussion with a press 
conference immediately following.  The focus will be on how ICT can transform industries like 
energy, health and education, and makes bold recommendations on changes that are 
needed in order to leverage ICT as a core infrastructure for development. 

Who:  

Hans Vestberg, President and CEO, Ericsson 

Jeffrey Sachs, Director, The Earth Institute and Special Advisor to UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon on the Millennium Development Goals 

Where: 

Lerner Hall, Columbia University 
2920 Broadway at 115th Street 

RSVP 

http://www.ericsson.com/res/docs/2015/ict-and-sdg-interim-report.pdf
http://ic-sd.org/
http://www.ericsson.com/thecompany/press/backgrounders
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBKEMgPIZUc&index=1&list=PL3DDD369426CF84BA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRhl40rXOgs&list=PL3DDD369426CF84BA
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/hans-vestberg/digital-wallets-3d-printing-mobile-banking-just-the-beginning_b_8123160.html?1442242783
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Kathy Egan, kathy.egan@ericsson.com, 917 362-1600 
Kyu Lee, klee@ei.columbia.edu, 646-337-3528 

 

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 
Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com  
www.ericsson.com/sustainability 
www.twitter.com/ericssonsustain 
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/technologyforgood 
www.youtube.com/ericsson  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  
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