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Ericsson supports Solar Team 
Eindhoven in World Solar 
Challenge 

• Ericsson provides Solar Navigator, a built-in application that will optimize for the most 
energy-efficient route of Solar Team Eindhoven’s vehicle in World Solar Challenge  

• The solar car Stella Lux generates more energy than needed for the World Solar 
Challenge; it is the only car in the race able to give energy back to the grid 

• Ericsson’s partnership with Solar Team Eindhoven demonstrates how ICT can enable 
the car of  tomorrow 

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) is supporting Solar Team Eindhoven in the World Solar 
Challenge with an in-built application based on the Ericsson Connected Traffic Cloud. The 
application, called Solar Navigator, brings economic driving to the next level. By collecting 
current weather data and traffic data, Solar Navigator gives suggestions for the optimal route, 
which will facilitate better decisions regarding the speed of the car during the race and the 
charging level of the batteries. 

The World Solar Challenge is the ultimate race for solar-powered vehicles and encourages 
teams to push the limits of technology. This year, 46 teams from 25 countries will take the 
epic 3,000-kilometre journey across the Australian outback. Solar Team Eindhoven – a 
multidisciplinary team of 21 students from Eindhoven University of Technology in the 
Netherlands – will compete with Stella Lux, an energy-positive four-seat family car. 

Liselotte Kockelkoren, Mechanical Engineering, Solar Team Eindhoven, says: “The Solar 
Navigator application gives us access to very accurate weather data. In this way, we have 
up-to-date information and data available for an accurate strategy to determine our speed.” 

Furthermore the ‘Solar Navigator’ in Stella Lux contains several futuristic features which shed 
a new light on driving your car. Solar Navigator could be the next level navigation: a system 
which gives suggestions for the optimal routes, using the most accurate weather predictions, 
real-time traffic conditions, synchronizing with your agenda, knowing whether electric 
charging is required and how much energy can be discharged to your household by the end 
of the day. 

Stella Lux is the only car in the World Solar Challenge with a built-in application and with the 
possibility to give energy back to the grid. 
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Tom Selten, Team Manager, Solar Team Eindhoven, says: "Efficiency will be more important 
than ever this year, as competitors in the Cruiser Class will only be able to recharge once, 
compared with three times in 2013. Ericsson’s application gives us a great advantage, 
despite the new rules. It enables us to optimize our route and to minimize braking and 
acceleration to conserve energy, therefore increasing our chances of once again winning the 
World Solar Challenge.”  

The Ericsson application is based on the Connected Traffic Cloud, a managed cloud platform 
that enables two-way sharing of data between connected vehicles and road traffic 
authorities. For the purposes of the World Solar Challenge, Connected Traffic Cloud will be 
used to provide a competitive advantage for Solar Team Eindhoven by aggregating car, 
traffic and weather data, performing in-depth analytics and selecting an optimal route. By 
minimizing braking and acceleration, Connected Traffic Cloud will help to conserve energy 
and increase the team’s chances of success. 

Valter D'Avino, Head of Ericsson Region Western & Central Europe, says “This event is all 
about finding real and sustainable transport solutions. Partnering with Solar Team Eindhoven 
gives Ericsson a great opportunity to demonstrate the potential of Connected Traffic Cloud 
and our transport portfolio in general. As the car is solely powered by solar energy, the Solar 
Navigator provides more accurate forecasts, which can help the students decide how to drive 
their car more efficiently and improve their chances for winning.” 

Solar Team Eindhoven won the inaugural Cruiser Class of the World Solar Challenge in 
2013 – a 3,000 km race from Darwin to Adelaide in Australia – and will aim to retain its title 
this year.  

    
First from left: Tom Selten, Team Manager, Solar Team Eindhoven 2015 

Second from left: Inside Stella Lux and the Solar Navigator 

Third from left: Stella Lux – the energy-positive four-seat family car 

 
Ericsson signs partnership agreement with Eindhoven University of Technology's Solar Team 
Eindhoven 

http://www.ericsson.com/news/1911679
http://www.ericsson.com/news/1911679
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Transport press backgrounder 

Connected Traffic Cloud 

Ericsson Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility Report 2014 

Solar Team Eindhoven 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Download high-resolution photos at www.ericsson.com/press 
Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com   
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  

http://www.ericsson.com/res/thecompany/docs/press/backgrounders/transport-press-backgrounder.pdf
http://www.ericsson.com/mwc2015/launches/connected-traffic-cloud
http://www.ericsson.com/res/thecompany/docs/corporate-responsibility/2014-corporate-responsibility-and-sustainability-report.pdf
http://www.solarteameindhoven.nl/
http://www.ericsson.com/press
http://www.ericsson.com/
http://www.ericsson.com/news
http://www.twitter.com/ericssonpress
http://www.facebook.com/ericsson
http://www.youtube.com/ericsson
mailto:media.relations@ericsson.com
mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com

