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Ericsson drives 5GEx project to
unify 5G infrastructure service
market
•

5GEx to enable unified European 5G infrastructure service market that integrates multiple
operators and technologies

•

Ericsson to drive project in cooperation with industry partners

•

Ericsson committed to a number of 5G research initiatives, including 5G for Europe and
METIS II

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) today announces the launch of the 5G Exchange (5GEx) project.
A Phase 1 5G Infrastructure Public Private Partnership (5G PPP) research and innovation
project, 5GEx aims to enable a unified European 5G infrastructure service market that
integrates multiple operators and technologies.
The project will focus on supporting cross-domain service orchestration over multiple
administrations or multi-domain single administrations. Orchestration will be compatible with
Network Functions Virtualization and software-defined networking technologies. End-to-end
network and service elements will be able to mix in multi-vendor, heterogeneous technology
and resource environments.
For operators and content providers, this results in automated service provisioning with
reduced time to market. Services can be deployed programmatically through a one shopstop approach.
At the same time, enterprise users and vertical industries gain the flexibility to define, deploy
and control service architectures on-demand. Businesses can gain efficiencies by migrating
network services such as firewalls and routers to a virtual platform and maintaining only
physical networks.
The 5GEx project runs from October 2015 to March 2018, and Ericsson will drive the project
in cooperation with a range of industry partners. Ericsson is already committed to a number
of 5G research initiatives, including 5G for Europe and METIS II.
Sara Mazur, Head of Ericsson Research, says: “A unified European 5G infrastructure service
market will be a strong enabler for feature-rich services that can have a positive impact on
people, business and society.
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“As a leader in the development of 5G and a partner in several industry collaboration
initiatives, we are excited to lead the 5GEx project and contribute to realizing the full benefits
of 5G.”
The program’s deliverables include:
•

an open platform enabling cross-domain orchestration of services over multiple
domains, with a set of open source software tools and extensions that can be utilized
outside the scope of 5GEx

•

a sandbox network enabling experimentation and validation of architectures,
mechanisms and business models

•

a proof-of-innovation multi-domain platform enabling multiple 5G use cases and
realistic scenarios that demonstrate the orchestration of complex end-to-end
Infrastructure as a Service across multiple operators

•

contributions of concepts to standards bodies

•

promoting the adoption of 5GEx’s open solutions by ICT industry stakeholders.

The 5GEx program partners are Ericsson, Atos, Athens University of Economics and
Business, Berlin Institute for Software Defined Networks, Budapest University of Technology
and Economics, Carlos III University of Madrid, Deutsche Telekom, European Center for
Information and Communication Technologies, Hewlett-Packard Enterprise, Huawei, Orange,
RedZinc, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Telecom Italia, Telefónica I+D, Telenor and
University College London.
5G PPP has been initiated by the EU Commission and industry manufacturers, operators,
service providers, SMEs and researchers. The partnership aims to deliver solutions,
architectures, technologies and standards for the ubiquitous next-generation communication
infrastructures of the coming decade.
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Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major
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telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and
create a more sustainable future.
Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud –
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.
With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our
solutions – and our customers – stay in front.
Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014
were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York.
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www.ericsson.com/news
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress
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