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Vodafone India selects Ericsson 
to manage optical fiber network  
• Three-year managed services contract covers operation and maintenance of the optical 

fiber cable network  

• Ericsson to manage 10 telecom circles in East and West India, spanning a distance of 
approximately 45,000 kilometers 

• The agreement in India strengthens partnership between Vodafone and Ericsson and 
complements collaborations in other parts of the world 

Vodafone India, the country’s leading mobile services provider, has selected Ericsson 
(NASDAQ: ERIC) to manage its optical fiber cable network for three years in 10 telecom 
circles. The new agreement covers operations and maintenance of Vodafone’s optical fiber 
network across East and West India, spanning a distance of approximately 45,000 
kilometers. 

Vishant Vora, CTO of Vodafone India, says: “We have selected Ericsson as a partner to 
manage our optical fiber cable network given Ericsson’s strength and experience in 
managing multivendor, multi-technology networks for operators globally and in India. This 
agreement will give Vodafone the benefit of Ericsson’s expertise in this area.” 

Vodafone is a leading provider of mobile services and has recently been expanding its own 
3G services to many new circles and also launched 4G-LTE services in 5 circles in India. It 
has more than 194 million subscribers in India. 

Paolo Colella, Head of Region India at Ericsson, says: “Ericsson has been Vodafone’s 
partner in the radio, core and transport domains for many years. This managed services 
agreement in India strengthens that partnership in a very important market and complements 
our collaborations in other parts of the world. At Ericsson, we continue to invest in tools, 
methods and processes in order to help our customers increase their network efficiency 
while delivering world-class subscriber experiences.” 

Ericsson has more than 15 years’ experience in managing multivendor, multi-technology 
networks for operators globally, including India.  

Today, Ericsson provides managed services for networks that together serve more than 1 
billion subscribers worldwide. With the addition of Vodafone’s optical fiber network Ericsson 
will manage a total of 2,225,000 kilometers of fiber and strengthen its existing fiber 
operations in India. The company plans to continue its focus on meeting the growing need for 
strong transport networks. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

Managed Services press backgrounder 

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit 
www.ericsson.com/press 

About Vodafone India  

Vodafone India is a 100% fully owned subsidiary of the Vodafone Group Plc. with operations 
across the country serving over 194 million customers (over 100 million in rural areas).  

Commencing operations in 2007, Vodafone is today India’s largest foreign direct investor, 
with a robust, award winning business and committed for the long term. Vodafone Business 
Services serves the needs of enterprises and government by providing total 
telecommunications (Voice and Data) solutions across mobility and wireline platforms. Our 
mobile wallet, M-Pesa is a unique and innovative money transfer service from Vodafone that 
fosters financial inclusion. 

Follow us on twitter @Vodafone IN_News and visit www.vodafone.in 

Ericsson at Mobile World Congress 2016 

During Mobile World Congress 2016, held February 22 to February 25, 2016 in Barcelona, 
Spain, Ericsson will showcase its unique industry insights, the latest innovation and 
inspirational discussions that enable powerful new business opportunities.  

We are in the midst of the societal transformation we call the Networked Society: a society in 
which mobility, broadband and cloud empower every person and every industry to reach their 
full potential. Opportunity is everywhere, and companies are transforming according to the 
role they have chosen to play in the value chains and ecosystems of the Networked Society. 

Join us in our Hall (Hall 2, Stand 2N60) to learn about 5G, the Internet of Things and cloud, 
and to discuss the impact digital transformation can have on people, business and society. 

Follow the conversation online: 

www.twitter.com/ericsson  
www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson  

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

http://www.ericsson.com/res/thecompany/docs/press/backgrounders/managed_services_press_backgrounder.pdf
http://www.ericsson.com/press
http://www.ericsson.com/events/mwc2016/
http://www.twitter.com/ericsson
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson
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Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2015 
were SEK 246.9 billion (USD 29.4 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com  
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  
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