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Telefonica selects Ericsson for 

global UNICA program 
 UNICA project aims to virtualize network functions across all Telefónica’s operations 

 Global partnership to start with Network Function Virtualization (NFV) deployment in 

Germany during 2016 

 Ericsson to supply its new Hyperscale Datacenter System 8000, Ericsson Cloud 

Manager, Cloud SDN and automation, as well as systems integration and support 

services 

Telefónica, one of the world’s largest telecommunications companies, has selected Ericsson 

as one of the main global partners in their cloud-based virtualization project, known as 

UNICA. The program aims to provide the infrastructure and software required to implement 

the UNICA concept in Telefónica, and Ericsson will begin deployment in Telefónica Germany 

during 2016. 

UNICA is one of the industry’s most ambitious virtualization projects, aimed at virtualizing 

network functions in an automated way across all of Telefónica’s operations. 

As part of the agreement, Ericsson will supply the new Hyperscale Datacenter System 8000, 

Ericsson Cloud Manager, OpenStack based Cloud Execution Environment, Cloud SDN and 

automation required for the project. In addition, Ericsson will provide systems integration and 

support services to deploy the certified solution in Germany. 

Enrique Blanco, Global CTO of Telefónica, says: “Ericsson’s global reach and cutting-edge 

technology in the field of network virtualization were key factors in the decision to make them 

part of this project. We look forward to beginning this rollout in Germany in the near future.”  

Anders Lindblad, Head of Cloud and IP, Ericsson, says: “Telefónica’s decision to select 

Ericsson for the UNICA project is further evidence that our hardware, our software and our 

skilled workforce are at the forefront when it comes to network virtualization.” 

Telefónica will certify the Ericsson solution to ensure fulfillment of UNICA functionalities and 

roadmap during Q1 and Q2, targeting the rollout of UNICA in Germany during Q4 2016. 

Telefónica will continue to collaborate with other key players in order to complete its 

architecture focused towards a multi vendors approach. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Ericsson at Mobile World Congress 2016  

During Mobile World Congress 2016 in Barcelona, Ericsson will showcase its unique industry 

insights, the latest innovation and inspirational discussions that enable powerful new 

http://www.ericsson.com/events/mwc2016/
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business opportunities. We are in the midst of the societal transformation we call the 

Networked Society: a society in which mobility, broadband and cloud empower every person 

and every industry to reach their full potential. Opportunity is everywhere, and companies are 

transforming according to the role they have chosen to play in the value chains and 

ecosystems of the Networked Society.  

Join us in our Hall (Hall 2, Stand 2N60) to learn about 5G, the Internet of Things and cloud, 

and to discuss the impact digital transformation can have on people, business and society.  

Follow the conversation online: 

www.twitter.com/ericsson  

www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson  

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit 

www.ericsson.com/press 

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 

communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 

telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 

create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 

are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 

efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 

global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 

more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 

Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 

solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2015 

were SEK 246.9 billion (USD 29.4 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 

exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com   

www.ericsson.com/news  

www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 

www.facebook.com/ericsson  

www.youtube.com/ericsson  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  

Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
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http://www.twitter.com/ericsson
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ericsson
http://www.ericsson.com/press
http://www.ericsson.com/
http://www.ericsson.com/news
http://www.twitter.com/ericssonpress
http://www.facebook.com/ericsson
http://www.youtube.com/ericsson
mailto:media.relations@ericsson.com


 

PRESS RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

 

 

Ericsson Investor Relations 

Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 

E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  

mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com

