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Ericsson and KDDI team up to 
enable cellular IoT 
• Ericsson and KDDI together verify cellular low power wide area (LPWA) 

technologies 

• Verification based on Ericsson’s network equipment, which supports both Cat-M1 
and NB-IoT  

• Ericsson’s LTE base stations, including those in KDDI’s network, can support 
cellular LPWA through Ericsson’s new software product, Massive IoT RAN 

 
Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) and leading Japanese operator KDDI today announced 
the successful joint verification of cellular low power wide area (LPWA) technologies, 
specifically Cat-M1 and narrowband Internet of Things (NB-IoT). The two companies 
will continue to study possible use cases enabled by LPWA technologies. 

Ericsson’s LTE base stations, including those in KDDI’s network, can support cellular 
LPWA through Ericsson’s new software product, Massive IoT RAN. This gives KDDI 
the possibility to deploy a comprehensive range of IoT applications quickly and 
flexibly.   

Yoshiaki Uchida, Senior Managing Executive Officer, Technology Sector and 
Member of the Board, KDDI, says: “KDDI focuses on providing the best network to 
respond to customers’ requests, meet their expectations and become ready for the 
IoT market, which is expected to grow. We will pursue the possibilities of new 
technologies through cooperation with Ericsson.” 
 
Chris Houghton, Head of Region North East Asia, Ericsson, says: “The Internet of 
Things is a rapidly growing segment. By 2021 there will be 28 billion connected 
devices – of which 16 billion will be count as IoT connected devices. IoT applications 
will drive 5G development, so it is essential for us to work proactively with leading 
operators like KDDI to spearhead the IoT industry and ecosystem.”  

Ericsson and KDDI verified cellular LPWA technologies based on 3GPP release 13 
by using Ericsson’s network equipment, which supports both Cat-M1 and NB-IoT.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

LTE networks provide the ideal platform for the acceleration of high-capacity, low-
latency IoT applications that benefit consumers, industries and cities. Ericsson's 
Massive IoT RAN solution will scale LTE networks to connect a wider variety of IoT 
use cases by supporting the LPWA connectivity requirements of low power, low cost, 
long battery life and reduced complexity for devices. 

Ericsson offers a complete cellular LPWA solution, along with end-to-end solutions 
for IoT analytics, device management and global service support. Ericsson also 
works with key IoT partners to ensure a broad and robust IoT module and device 
ecosystem. 

Ericsson joins forces with KDDI in 5G research and development 

Japan's KDDI selects Ericsson for LTE 

Ericsson White Paper: Cellular networks for Massive IoT – enabling low power wide 
area applications 

 

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit 
www.ericsson.com/press 

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 
communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 
telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 
create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 
are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 
efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 
global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 
more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 
Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 
solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2015 
were SEK 246.9 billion (USD 29.4 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 
exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

http://www.ericsson.com/news/1969231
http://www.ericsson.com/news/1750619
https://www.ericsson.com/news/160106-cellular-networks-massive-iot_244039856_c
https://www.ericsson.com/news/160106-cellular-networks-massive-iot_244039856_c
http://www.ericsson.com/press


 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
JUNE 29, 2016 

 

 

www.ericsson.com   
www.ericsson.com/news  
www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 
www.facebook.com/ericsson  
www.youtube.com/ericsson  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT 

Ericsson Corporate Communications  
Phone: +46 10 719 69 92 
E-mail: media.relations@ericsson.com  

Ericsson Investor Relations 
Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 
E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  

http://www.ericsson.com/
http://www.ericsson.com/news
http://www.twitter.com/ericssonpress
http://www.facebook.com/ericsson
http://www.youtube.com/ericsson
mailto:media.relations@ericsson.com
mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com

