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Ericsson, EBU and BBC 

demonstrate new standard for 

creating live captioning  
 European Broadcasting Union (EBU) working group has devised new standard for 

authoring and contributing of live captions – EBU Timed Text Live 

 Proof of concept underway using open source EBU-TT Live Interoperability Toolkit, 

contributed to by EBU and public service broadcaster, the BBC 

 Ericsson to offer service to clients globally to improve content accessibility for Deaf and 

hard-of-hearing communities around the world, both in broadcast and online 

Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) today announced it is to support the creation of live captions 

using the new EBU Timed Text (EBU-TT) Live standard, which facilitates live subtitling and 

also supports playback of prepared subtitling in the same format. 

EBU-TT Live will enable broadcasters to create live captions for online platforms quickly and 

easily without the need to invest in traditional broadcast infrastructure. Additionally it will 

enable broadcasters to replicate the familiar presentation style used on linear TV to ensure a 

consistent over-the-top (OTT) viewing experience. Currently, captions are available on OTT 

platforms principally for on-demand and pre-recorded programs.   

UK public service broadcaster, the BBC, is currently trialing the approach with Ericsson as 

part of a proof of concept utilizing the open source EBU-TT Live Interoperability Toolkit, with 

the aim of simplifying the methods used to deliver live captions to online platforms. Ericsson 

will also offer this service to clients globally to improve the experience of audiences around 

the world who access content through online platforms. 

Thorsten Sauer, Head of Broadcast and Media Services, Ericsson, says: “In today’s TV 

world, consumers want to watch both live and on-demand content anytime, anywhere and on 

any device – and we believe this experience should be accessible by all audiences. By 

working with the EBU and other industry partners, we can ensure our clients remain at the 

forefront of TV accessibility by helping them to adopt new solutions to meet the requirements 

of new broadcast and platform technologies. This new standard will reduce the cost and 

complexity required to deliver live captions to online platforms and enable all broadcasters, 

like the BBC, to ensure their live content and multi-platform services are truly accessible by 

everyone.”  

Ericsson's closed captioning business is one of the largest in the world, with hubs in 

Australia, the UK, France, Spain, the Netherlands and the US. Ericsson has been providing 

captioning services for over 30 years and delivers 230,000 hours of captions every year, 
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100,000 of which are live. It is also the world's largest provider of TV audio description and 

sign-language translation. 

Ericsson is one of the leading global providers of broadcast and media services, and has 

worked with some of the world’s most well-known broadcasters, platforms and content 

producers, including BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5, BT Sport, ITV, FOX, DreamWorks, Liberty 

Global, NPO, Canal+, NOS, Bonnier Group, Sky, HBO, TV5 Monde and France 24. 

Information about Ericsson's Broadcast and Media Services portfolio. 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For media kits, backgrounders and high-resolution photos, please visit 

www.ericsson.com/press 

Broadcast and Media Services press backgrounder 

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 

communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 

telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 

create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud – 

are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 

efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 

global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 

more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 

Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 

solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2015 

were SEK 246.9 billion (USD 29.4 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 

exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com   

www.ericsson.com/news  

www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 

www.facebook.com/ericsson  

www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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Ericsson Investor Relations 

Phone: +46 10 719 00 00 

E-mail: investor.relations@ericsson.com  

mailto:investor.relations@ericsson.com

