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CombiGene: New Scientific Advisory Board

The new advisory board members represent a 
wealth of highly relevant experiences as well as a 
vast international network, and have been recruited 
to provide expert advice for CombiGene’s current 
and future development projects and to continue 
fueling the company with scientific inspiration and 
new visions. 

The previous board, now being replaced, consisted 
of associate professor Eskil Elmér from Lund and 
the company’s scientific co-founders Merab Kokaia 
and David Woldbye – both of which will continue to 
closely support the company and to interact with the 
new advisory board.

A new Scientific Advisory Board has been appointed by CombiGene,  
consisting of Dr Annamaria Vezzani from Milan, professor Deniz Kirik from Lund  
and professor Margitta Seeck from Geneva. 

“It took a while to identify and recruit these people but it was worth 
waiting for and feels like a real dream team” says Arne Ferstad, Chairman 
of CombiGene’s Board of Directors. “Dr Vezzani is a preclinical scientist, 
professor Seeck a clinician, and professor Kirik has a translational focus 
which means the step between preclinical and clinical. So they really 
complement each other, as well as the expertise already available in the 
company. I would also like to thank Eskil, Merab and David who held the 
fort until an external, international advisory board could be formed”.
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Annamaria Vezzani
Annamaria Vezzani is Head of Laboratory of 
Experimental Neurology at the Mario Negri Institute 
for Pharmacological Research in Milan. She received 
her PhD in Neuropharmacology from the Mario 
Negri Institute, and has spent post-doctoral periods 
at University of Maryland in the US and Karolinska 
Institute in Sweden. 

Annamaria Vezzani’s main interests are the 
biochemical and molecular mechanisms involved 
in the pathogenesis of seizures and epileptogenesis, 
in particular the role of neuroactive peptides and 
inflammatory mediators. She has published over 160 
original papers and reviews in peer-reviewed high 
impact scientific journals, and was the first to apply 
gene therapy approaches using the NPY transgene in 
animal models. 

She was Chair of the Commission on Neurobiology  
of International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) 
during 2005-2009 and is an active member of the 
CEA of the ILAE and various AES committees. In 
2009 she received the Research Recognition Award 
for translational research from the American 
Epilepsy Society.
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Deniz Kirik
Deniz Kirik is Head of the Brain Repair and Imaging 
in Neural Systems unit (BRAIN) at Lund University. 
He is internationally recognized in the field of 
experimental and translational neuroscience 
with special focus in gene therapy for basal 
ganglia disorders, and is in the forefront of the 
development of clinically relevant animal models 
for neurodegenerative diseases such as for example 
Parkinson’s disease. 

Deniz Kirik has published over 140 scientific  
articles which received more than 8900 citations. 
He received prestigious awards from the European 
Research Council in 2009 and 2012, and is associate 
editor of European Journal of Neuroscience and 
editorial board member of the new Nature journal 
Parkinson’s disease. 

In 2012, with support from the European Research 
Council, Dr Kirik founded Braingene AB as a spin-off 
company, in 2014 he founded GeneTunes AB, and 
most recently Genovation Care AB, which is a public-
private partnership aimed to establish hospital 
infrastructure for gene therapy clinical trials. 
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About CombiGene AB
By combining modern neuroscience with recent advances in 
gene delivery, CombiGene has developed a method shown 
to suppress epileptic seizures in preclinical studies. The 
current focus is on continuing to develop this method into 
an effective and safe therapy for epilepsy patients, but the 
method may also have development potential as a means of 
treating other neurological disorders. Founded on the basis 
of scientific discoveries made at Lund University and the 
University of Copenhagen, CombiGene has offices at Medicon 
Village in Lund, Sweden. The company is public and listed on 
the Swedish marketplace AktieTorget. www.combigene.com

For further information:
CombiGene AB (publ)
Bengt Westrin, CEO
Tel: +46 70 – 265 48 62
email: bengt.westrin@combigene.com

MORE FROM THE COMPANY is a newsletter from  
CombiGene which contains general news and information 
that is judged not to have a significant effect on the share 
price. Other issues of MORE FROM THE COMPANY and 
PRESS RELEASES are available at www.combigene.com
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Margitta Seeck
Margitta Seeck is professor of Neurology at the 
University of Geneva, and Director of the presurgical 
epilepsy program Geneva-Lausanne. She is past 
president of the Swiss Neurophysiological Society 
where she is still actively involved in teaching of EEG 
and epileptology. 

Margitta Seeck received her medical and doctoral 
degrees at the Ludwigs-Maximilians-University of 
Munich, and later moved to the US where she was 
trained in EEG and epileptology at the Beth Israel 
Hospital, Harvard University. Her main interests are 
epilepsy surgery, immunologically related epilepsies, 
neurophysiology of intracranial EEG recordings and 
EEG-based imaging in epilepsy. 

She is author of more than 170 papers on epilepsy in 
national and international journals, serves on several 
editorial boards of epilepsy journals, and is expert for 
the Swiss national science foundation and research 
agencies of other European and non-European 
countries.
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