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P R E S S  R E L E A S E  

ECONOMIC TENDENCY SURVEY, APRIL 2016: 

 

Shortage of staff in several business sectors 
The economic tendency indicator, which summarises households’ and companies’ views on the 

economy, fell from 106.3 in March to 104.6 in April. This is the third month in a row that the eco-

nomic tendency indicator has fallen, but it still points strongly towards strong growth in the Swe-

dish economy.  

The confidence indicators for manufacturing industry and households fell in April. However confi-

dence is still relatively high in the industrial companies, while households are more pessimistic than 

normal, at least about the Swedish economy. The confidence indicator for building and construc-

tion did not significantly change and continues to indicate a very strong position, while the indica-

tors for retail trade and private service industries increased somewhat. 

Companies’ estimation of prevailing demand remains at a relatively high level, but has moderated 

somewhat in recent months. The proportion of companies who say they have a workforce short-

age, which is a trend that has been rising since mid-2013, rose further in April from 26 per cent to 

28 per cent. The companies’ recruitment plans are more optimistic than normal and indicate in-

creased employment in industry and commerce generally in the next three months. The only sector 

announcing a reduction in the number of employees is manufacturing industry.  

Overall, prices are stated to have increased somewhat in industry and commerce in the last three 

months, although the number of companies reporting price rises has fallen somewhat since January. 

Companies continue to be relatively satisfied with profitability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Se next page for selected indicators 
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Table: Economic tendency survey 

  mar -16 apr -16 

Economic Tendency Indicator 106,3 104,6 

Total industry  106,5 106,3 

Manufacturing 111,9 107,9 

Building and civil engineering 110,5 110,0 

Retail Trade 105,0 106,9 

Private service sectors 101,2 102,2 

Consumer 99,5 97,1 

Macroindex 92,9 92,8 

Microindex 104,3 102,3 

Expected inflation 12 months ahead, mean ex-

cluding extreme values (percent) 

1,5 1,5 

 

 

Read the full publication and access the data on www.konj.se/english 
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