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DAIRY HERDS FACING ‘PERFECT STORM’ OF MYCOTOXIN RISK THIS WINTER

With the maize harvest delayed across much of the country this autumn,
the threat from mycotoxins could be even higher than usual, warns Dr

Derek Mclimoyle, AB Vista’s Technical Director for GB & Ireland.

Combined with increased risk of sub-acute ruminal acidosis (SARA) from low
dry matter, acidic grass silages and increased feeding of cheap cereals, it
means that dairy herds could be facing a ‘perfect storm’ of mycotoxin risk

this winter.

“SARA significantly increases the threat posed by mycotoxins by reducing
rumen microbes’ ability to deactivate certain mycotoxins and easing
mycotoxin passage into the blood by damaging the rumen wall,” states Dr

Mcllimoyle.

“Maize silages are highly susceptible to mycotoxin contamination,
particularly from the Fusarium moulds that grow on the crop pre-harvest.
With harvest delayed this year, there’s been a much greater opportunity for

mould growth and mycotoxin production.”

A 2014-15 survey across the south west of England found that even in a
‘normal’ year, 90% of maize samples tested positive for mycotoxins, with
90% of those samples containing the extremely damaging deoxynivalenol

(DON) and 54% contaminated with zearalenone (ZON).



According to Dr Mcllmoyle, the impact on the cow can be substantial,
including reduced milk yield and quality, falling body condition, poor fertility

and an increase in health issues like lameness and mastitis.

“If a problem is suspected, it’s often more cost-effective to simply feed a
ruminant-specific mycotoxin de-activator and monitor the response, rather

than go to the expense of testing forage samples.

“A 2-3 litre/cow/day improvement within 3-4 weeks of adding a de-
activator like Ultrasorb is indicative that the mycotoxin load was hurting

performance.”

For more information, contact AB Vista on +44(0)1672 517 650 or

info@abvista.com.
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Notes to editor:

AB Vista is an animal nutrition technology company offering pioneering
products and technical services to the global animal feed industry. Since its
establishment in 2004, AB Vista has grown to be a top-three player in feed
enzymes and is also one of the largest suppliers of natural betaine to the
global animal nutrition industry. The company invests heavily in research
and development and has a growing portfolio of products and services
spanning the poultry, swine, ruminant and aquaculture sectors. AB Vista is
headquartered in the UK, with regional offices located in the USA, Brazil,

Singapore, Spain, India, China, Germany and Finland.

AB Vista is part of AB Agri, the agricultural division of Associated British
Foods, one of Europe’s largest food & retail companies with a market

capitalisation of £26 billion.
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