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Performance benefits through early xylanase application demonstrated in 

new video 

 

The latest video in the AB Vista ‘Extraordinary Science Brought to Life’ series 

reveals significant benefits for swine through early xylanase application.  

 

The video, presented by Dr Pete Wilcock, Global Technical Manager at AB 

Vista, highlights the potential for a 6 point improvement in weight corrected 

Feed Conversion Ratio (FCR) as a result of xylanase application.  

 

Dr Wilcock discusses the potential mechanisms in delivering this response, 

with a focus on the ability of a xylanase to produce xylo-oligomers (AXOS) 

through the breakdown of long-chain arabinoxylans.  

 

“These AXOS are fermented by the micro flora in the lower gut of the 

animal, and this can increase Volatile Fatty Acids (VFAs) production. The 

VFAs produced can be used as an energy source in older animals and can 

play a role in bacterial control as well as being associated with improved 

epithelial integrity,” says Dr Wilcock. 

 

For maximum returns in swine, xylanase should be fed early in the nursing 

period, as this will ensure a dramatic improvement in FCR through to 

finishing, and can result in considerable cost savings due to improved feed 

efficiency.  

 



“Not all xylanases produce the optimum AXOS profile. Producing an 

effective AXOS profile is dependent on the dose and characteristics of the 

xylanase used”, adds Dr Wilcock. “With the right characteristics and 

production of AXOS, the potential performance benefits of xylanase can 

be significant.” 

 

Dr Wilcock stresses that to optimise performance benefits in animals through 

the mechanisms described, a xylanase should be used that is active in the 

animal and this means that it should be  thermostable, gastro-stable and  

assayable.  

 

The video (‘Achieving consistent gains through xylanase application in 

swine’) can be viewed on the AB Vista website - www.abvista.com. 

 

For more information, contact AB Vista on +44(0)1672 517 650 or 

info@abvista.com. 
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Notes to editor: 

AB Vista is an animal nutrition technology company offering pioneering 

products and technical services to the global animal feed industry. Since its 

establishment in 2004, AB Vista has grown to be a top-three player in feed 

enzymes and is also one of the largest suppliers of natural betaine to the 

global animal nutrition industry. The company invests heavily in research 

and development and has a growing portfolio of products and services 

spanning the poultry, swine, ruminant and aquaculture sectors. AB Vista is 

headquartered in the UK, with regional offices located in the USA, Brazil, 

Singapore, Spain, India, China, Germany and Finland. 

 



AB Vista is part of AB Agri, the agricultural division of Associated British 

Foods, one of Europe’s largest food & retail companies with a market 

capitalisation of £26 billion. 

 
For further press information please contact Nic Daley or Mike Keeler on +44 
(0)20 8647 4467. 

ABV/190/16 


